
SANDOVAL COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 02-02-21.8B 

RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL IN SANDOVAL COUNTY 

SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS. 

1.                  “ANIMAL” means any vertebrate members of the animal kingdom excluding humans. 

2.                  “COUNTY OF SANDOVAL”  or  “COUNTY” shall include all unincorporated areas 
within the boundaries of the County of Sandoval, including privately owned land but excluding 
areas within the limits of any incorporated municipality or within an Indian Pueblo or 
Reservation boundaries. 

3.                  “BITE” means any actual puncture or tear of the skin inflicted by the teeth of an animal. 

4.                  “ENCLOSED LOT” means parcel of land or portion thereof in private ownership 
around the perimeter of which a wall or fence has been erected. 

5.                  “ESTRAY” means any animal found running at large. 

6.                  “NUISANCE” means, but is not limited to, defecation, urination, disturbing the peace 
with loud or continuous barking, emitting noxious or offensive odors onto neighboring properties 
or otherwise endangering the well being of the inhabitants of Sandoval County. 

7.                  The “OWNER” of an animal is a person who owns, harbors, or keeps, or knowingly 
causes or knowingly permits an animal to be harbored or kept or has an animal in his care, or 
who permits an animal to remain on or about his premises. 

8.                  “TO RUN” or “RUNNING AT LARGE” is to be free of physical restraint beyond the 
boundaries of the premises of the owner. 

9.                  “VACCINATION” is protection provided against rabies by inoculation with anti-rabies 
vaccine recognized and approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Animal 
Industry, State of New Mexico Rabies Control Act of 1959, as amended; given in an amount 
sufficient to provide immunity from rabies for a minimum of one (1) year. 

10.             “VICIOUS ANIMAL” means any animal which shall bite or in any other manner attack 
or attempt to attack any person or other animal within the county of Sandoval, except that any 
animal that bites, attacks, or attempts to attack any person or other animal within the County of 
Sandoval, upon its owner’s or keeper’s premises, or which is provoked to attack, shall not be 
deemed a vicious animal. 

11.             “LIVESTOCK” means horses, cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, rabbits and/or fowl or any other 
animals used for agricultural purposes. 

12.             “QUARANTINE” is to detain or isolate an animal suspected of contagion. 



13.             “COMMERCIAL ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENT” means any establishment or premises, 
operating for profit, where six (6) or more dogs and/or cats aggregate thereof, over four (4) 
months of age are boarded, kept, or maintained for any purpose whatsoever; it includes kennels, 
grooming parlors, and pet shops. 

14.             “NON-PROFIT ANIMAL FACILITY” means any facility or premises, not operating for 
profit, where six (6) or more dogs and/or cats or aggregate thereof, over four (4) months of age 
are kept or maintained; it includes shelters, refuges, private hobby kennels, and hobby breeders, 
with the exception of State inspected veterinary hospitals, Federal inspected laboratory facilities 
and zoos. 

15.             “KENNEL” means any commercial animal establishment or premises where animals are 
boarded, kept or maintained. 

16.             “GROOMING PARLOR” means any commercial animal establishment or part thereof, 
or premises maintained for the purposes of offering animals cosmetic services.    

17.             “SHELTERS” means any non-profit animal facility whose primary function is to bring 
aid and comfort to animals. 

SECTION II.  AUTHORITY OF SHERIFF AND ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS 

The Sandoval County Sheriff’s Officers and the Animal Control Officers shall have the authority 
to issue citations for violation of this Ordinance and to perform such other duties as are 
prescribed herein.  The Animal Control Officers shall carry identification certifying him/her as 
being an Animal Control Officer.   The Animal Control Officers shall be under the supervision 
of the Sandoval County Sheriff’s Department. 

SECTION III.     IMPOUNDING ESTRAYS, RECORDS TO BE KEPT, REDEMPTION 

FEES, NOTICE REQUIRED, and OWNER’S IMPOUNDMENT. 

1.                  No person shall, without the knowledge or consent of the owner, hold or retain 
possession of any animal of which he is not the owner, for more than twenty-four (24) hours 
without first reporting the possession of such animal to the Sandoval County Animal Control 
Officer, giving his name and address, and a true and complete statement of the circumstances 
under which he took the animal, a description of the animal and the precise location where such 
animal is confined. 

2.                  It shall be the responsibility of an animal owner redeeming an animal legally impounded 
under the provisions of this Ordinance to reimburse the Animal Control Facility for animal 
boarding or other costs.   The County Manager shall prescribe the amount of the impoundment 
fee approximately based upon actual cost. 

3.                  The Animal Control Officer shall maintain a record of all animals impounded.  The 
record shall contain at least the following information: 



a.            A complete description of the animal; 

b.            The date and manner of its acquisition; 

c.            The date, manner and place of impoundment. 

SECTION  IV.  ANIMAL BITES, RABIES, INJURED ANIMALS. 

1.                  The Provisions of Sections IV through VI shall not apply to livestock. 

2.                  Rabies Vaccinations.   It is the duty of all persons owning or keeping a dog or cat or any 
member of the canine or feline family over the age of three months, to have such animals 
vaccinated against rabies.   An owner shall furnish proof of vaccination to the County upon 
demand. 

3.         Rabid Animal.   An animal that has rabies or shows signs of having rabies, and every 
animal bitten by another animal afflicted with rabies or exposed to rabies shall be 
confined at once in a secure place by the owner. 

4.                  Animal Biting a Person. 

a.            The owner of an animal that bites a person and a person bitten by an animal have 
a duty to report that occurrence to a County Animal Control Officer within 24 hours. 
The owner of an animal that bites a person shall surrender said animal to an Animal 
Control Officer if the County Animal Control Supervisor deems it necessary to 
impound said animal for a period of observation. The Animal Control Officer may 
order the owner of such animal to place the animal in quarantine on the owner’s 
premises. 

b.            A physician who renders professional treatment to a person bitten by an animal 
shall report the fact he has rendered professional treatment to the County Animal 
Control Supervisor within 24 hours of his first professional attendance.The physician 
shall report the name and address of the person bitten as well as the type and location 
of the bite. The physician shall give the name and address of the owner of the animal 
that inflicted the bite, if known, and any other facts or details that may assist the 
County Animal Control Officer in ascertaining the immunization status of the 
animals. 

c.            An animal that bites a person shall be confined securely at a place and for a 
period of time deemed necessary and appropriate for public protection by the 
Supervisor of the County Animal Control. The Supervisor of the County Animal 
Control Office may consent to confinement on the owner’s premises. 

d.            Restraint of Animals. Every person owning or having charge, custody, or care or 
control of any dog shall keep such animal exclusively upon his own premises or 
under the owner’s control. 



e.            Female Dogs or Cats in Mating Season to be Confined. Any person in control of a 
female dog or cat in mating season shall confine such dog or cat as to preclude other 
dogs or cats from attacking or being attracted to such female animal. 

SECTION V.   PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES. 

1.                  Animals Running at Large.    It is unlawful for any person to allow or permit any animal 
to run at large in or on any street, alley, sidewalk, vacant lot, public property, other unenclosed 
place in the County; or private property without the permission of the owner thereof.    Any 
animal permitted to run at large in violation of this section is declared to be a nuisance, a menace 
to the public health and safety, and shall be taken up and impounded.   A working dog 
performing such acts as herding or search and rescue under the control and supervision of 
owner/handler shall not be considered as unleashed while performing these duties.   A hunting, 
obedience, tracking or show dog shall not be considered unleashed while performing in the 
above capacities.  The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to livestock. 

2.                  Vicious Animals.   It is unlawful for any person to keep or harbor a vicious animal in the 
County of Sandoval.  Any person attacked by a vicious animal while on public property may use 
necessary force to repel said attack.   After a judicial determination that an animal is vicious the 
owner or keeper of such vicious animal shall destroy it humanely or turn such animal over to an 
animal control officer for destruction. 

3.                  Animals Disturbing the Peace.    It is unlawful for any person to allow any animal to 
unreasonably bark or howl or otherwise to disturb the peace and quiet of the inhabitants of the 
County of Sandoval, to keep or maintain in such a manner as to allow noxious or offensive odors 
to emanate from the property, and to otherwise endanger the health and welfare of the inhabitants 
of the County of Sandoval.   The provisions of this section shall not apply to livestock. 

4.                  Dogs Trained to Assist the Blind, Deaf and/or Handicapped Allowed in Public Places.  It 
is unlawful for any person owning, operating, or maintaining any public place of business or 
conveyance into which the general public is invited for any business purpose to debar or exclude 
therefrom any dog which has been trained to assist the blind, deaf, and/or disabled provided that 
such dog be in the company of the blind, deaf, and/or disabled person whom it was trained to 
assist in conformance with N.M.S.A. 28-11-3 (1978). 

SECTION VI.   CRUELTY TO ANIMALS PROHIBITED.  

1.                   Physical Abuse.   It is unlawful for any person to willfully or maliciously kill, maim, 
disfigure, torture; beat with a stick, chain, club, or other object; mutilate, burn, or scald with any 
substance, overdrive or otherwise cruelly set upon any animal except that necessary force may be 
employed to drive off vicious or trespassing animals. Hunting or fishing in accordance with law 
shall not be construed as a violation of this section. 

2.                    Care and Maintenance.   It is unlawful for any person to fail, refuse, or neglect to 
provide any animal in his charge or custody, as owner or otherwise, with adequate food, drink, 
shade, ventilation, care, or shelter to maintain good health. 



3.                    Abandonment of Animals.    It is unlawful for any person to abandon any animal within 
the County of Sandoval. 

4.                  Animal Poisoning.    It is unlawful for any person by any means to make accessible to 
any animal, with the intent to cause harm or death, any substance that has in any manner been 
treated or prepared with any harmful poisonous substance.  It is not the intent of this section to 
prohibit the use of poisonous substances for the control of vermin of significance to the public 
health. 

5.                  Animal Fights; Including Fowl.   It is unlawful for any person to promote, stage, hold, 
manage, conduct, carry on or attend any game, exhibition, contest or fight in which one or more 
animals are engaged for the purpose of injuring, killing, maiming, or destroying themselves or 
any other animals.   

6.                  It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere, hinder or prevent the Animal Control 
Officers or Sheriff’s deputies in enforcing any provision of this Ordinance. 

7.                  Right of Entry.   The animal control officer, in performance of his duties, may enter 
upon private property except into a private residence, for the purpose of apprehending animals 
running at large and stray animals. 

SECTION VII.   ANIMAL KILLING OR INJURING LIVESTOCK AND/OR 

PROTECTED WILDLIFE - DAMAGES - ANIMAL TO BE KILLED. 

If any animal shall kill or injure any livestock and/or protected wildlife, the owner or keeper of 
such animal shall be liable for all damages that may be sustained thereby, to be recovered by the 
party so injured before any court having competent jurisdiction.It shall be unlawful to keep such 
animal after it is known the animal has killed or injured livestock and/or protected wildlife.It 
shall be the duty of the owner to surrender the animal to Animal Control for proper humane 
euthanization upon order of the court after a finding that the animal has killed or injured 
livestock and/or protected wildlife. It shall be the right of any owner of livestock and/or 
protected wildlife so killed or injured by the actions of any animal to kill the animal while it is 
upon property controlled by the owner of the livestock and/or protected wildlife. 

SECTION  VIII.   PENALTY, SAVINGS, REPEALING, REVIVOR, EMERGENCY 

CLAUSE. 

1.                  Penalty Clause.    Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding three hundred ($300) dollars and/or imprisonment for a period not exceeding ninety 
(90) days.  Each day this Ordinance is violated shall be considered a separate offense.   

2.                  Savings Clause.   If any of the sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases of 
this Ordinance are for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, the validity of the 
remaining portions of this Ordinance shall not be thereby affected since it is the express intent of 
the County Commission to pass each section, phrase, paragraph and word separately. 



3.                  Repealing Clause.    All County Ordinances  and other ordinances and parts thereof that 
solely relate to animals or the control of the same heretofore imposed by the County and that are 
in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  Any conflict between this Ordinance and any 
previously enacted ordinance not repealed herein shall be controlled by this Ordinance. 

 


