Village of Columbus
PO Box 350, Columbus, NM 88029
575-531-2663; fax 575-531-2633

Amendment 4
ANIMAL CONTROL

AN ORDINACE PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL CONTROL WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF
COLUMBUS, PROVIDING FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF AND REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES AND AMENDMENTS IN CONFLICT THEREWITH.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Village of Columbus, New Mexico that:

Definitions

Animal Control Officer and Duties
Licensing

Rabies and Inoculations

Animal Care and Protection
Impoundment

Nuisance Animals

Animal Bites

Penalty Provisions

Fees and Effective Date
Harboring Unvaccinated Animals
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Section 1. Definitions:

(A) “Village” shall mean the governing body of the corporate limits of the
Village of Columbus.

(B) “Shelter” shall mean Columbus Animal Rescue.

(C) T“Animal” shall mean any domesticated animal kept under the care and
supervision of any resident of the Village of Columbus.

(D) “Animal Warden” shall mean a duly qualified and authorized animal control
officer, deputized by the Village, and supervised by the Village of
Columbus, who shall be charged with enforcement of the
Columbus Animal Control Ordinance.
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“Owner"” shall mean the actual owner of an animal, or a temporary
custodian or keeper authorized by the owner of said animal.

“Kennel, Private Residential” Any premises on which are kept any total of
combination of between three (3) and seven (7) dogs and/or cats, which are
four (4) months of age or older. This permit does not allow the holder to buy,
sell or board dogs or cats, except that the holder is allowed to sell up to two (2)
litters per year. Residences on which are kept a greater number of dogs and/or
cats on the date of this Amendment Approval, shall be exempt from these
restrictions provided, however, that no such residence shall be allowed a greater
number of dogs and/or cats than are kept on the effective date and provided
that as the number of such animals is later decreased the exemption is likewise
decreased.

Public Nuisance Any animal which is considered a Nuisance Section 7 on
Village Ordinance, the hours of enforcement shall be between 10:00 p.m. and
7:00 a.m.

Vicious Animal Any animal that, unprovoked, bites or attacks a person or
another animal or approaches a person in a vicious or terrorizing manner; or a
dog that is harbored or trained for dog fighting. An animal determined to be
vicious shall be humanely destroyed.

Livestock means horses, cattle, llamas, pigs, sheep, goats, rabbits, fowls, and
any other domestic animal typically used in the production of food, fiber, or other
products or activities. “Other” includes, but is not limited to, reptiles and
rodents.

Animal nuisances means: any animal 1) habitually or continuously barks,
howls, or otherwise disturbs the inhabitance of the Village of Columbus; 2) kept
and/or maintained in a manner as to disturb by noise and/or noxious or offensive
odor; 3) that endangers the health and welfare of inhabitants of the Village of
Columbus.
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Section 2. Animal Control Officer and Duties:

(A)

(B)

(©)

The mayor shall appoint, and the Governing Body shall approve reliable persons
to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance.

Such persons shall be trained and supervised in such methods and in the use of
such equipment as shall be deemed necessary to carry out their duties. At all

times, concern for and attention to the well-being and health of both animals
and citizens shall be of paramount importance.

Animal Control Officers, and all other Law Enforcement Officers operating within
the Village, shall be deputized by the Village to issue citations to citizens in
violation of any provision of this Ordinance,

Section 3. Licensing:

(A)

(B)

©

(D)

All dogs over three (3) months of age must be licensed annually by the Village.
The annual license fee shall be $5.00 for males and spayed females, and $7.00
for unsprayed females; guide dogs are free. Tags are valid until the end of the
current calendar year; must be securely fastened to the collar of the animal for
which the license was issued, and the collar must be always worn when the
animal is off the premises of the owner.

No tags will be issued unless the owner shall also show a current valid receipt
from a licensed veterinarian showing that the animal has been inoculated against
rabies within the past twelve (12) months.

Failure to License. Should an owner fail to license his dog at the time of
vaccination, the animal control officer shall mail to him upon receipt of the rabies
certification from the Veterinarians Office a written notice giving the owner ten
(10) days from the date of the notice to register the animal with the Village
Authority.  If after ten (10) days, an owner fails to license his dog or cat, a
citation will be issued.

A late fee of twelve dollars ($12.00), in addition to any other fee shall be
assessed against owners who have failed to vaccinate and register their animal

or have failed to renew its license.
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(E) Senior citizens shall be discounted $1.00 per animal on registration fees. To
qualify as a senior citizen, the person must present proof of age to be 62 years
of age or older.

Section 4. Rabies and Inoculations:

(A) All dogs and cats over three (3) months of age are required by State, County,
and Village law to be inoculated annually against rabies.

(B) Tags are to be affixed to collars and worn as provided in Section 3.
Section 5. Animal Care and Protection:

(A) No owner shall fail to provide his animals with sufficient food, water, shelter from
the weather, and proper veterinary care when needed, or owner may be issued a
citation of $50.00.

(B) No animal shall be willfully, maliciously, or cruelly beaten, except that such force
as may be needed can be used to drive off vicious or trespassing animals, as
offender will be liable to appear in court, and be fined no less than $75.00 and
no more than $100.00 for each offense per dog.

(C) No person shall set out poison where it is liable to be eaten by any dog or cat,
except that rat or mouse poison, labeled harmless to pets, may be used, as
offender liable to appear in court and possibly be fined.

(D) No animal shall be abandoned, either by moving away and leaving it or by
transporting it to a strange neighborhood. Unwanted animals shall be delivered
to Animal Control and released into the custody of the Shelter.

(E) Any driver of a motor vehicle who strikes and injures or kills any domestic animal

shall stop at once and render such aid as may be possible. He shall report such
injury or deaths to the Animal Shelter Manager or City Hall immediately.
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Leash Law. Dogs shall not be allowed to be beyond the boundaries of the
premises of the animal’s owner or keeper unless the animal is under the physical
and immediate control of the animal’s owner or keeper and is on a secure leash,
chain, rope, or a retractable leash, as offender is liable to appear in court and be
fined no less than $25.00 for first offense up to $75.00 per dog.

Dogs must not be tied, confined by rope or chain unless the tether is long
enough to provide adequate exercise, is secured in such a way as to prevent
tangling, choking, or failure to reach food or water, and adequate shade in

summer, and shelter in winter must be provided, or owner may be issued a
citation of $50.00 for first offense up to $100.00 per day.

The animal must have easy access to adequate shade, shelter from the weather,
food, potable water, and proper veterinary care when needed.

The area where the animal is confined must be kept free of garbage and other
debris that might endanger the animal’s health or safety. Feces will be cleaned
once every twenty-four (24) hours.

The area where the animal is confused must be kept free of insect infestation,
such as ant hills, wasps’ nests, fleas, ticks, and maggots. Reasonable efforts,
such as periodic baths, should be made to prevent the attraction and breeding of
flies, mosquitos, or other noxious insects.

Animal Fights: It is unlawful to cause, instigate, promote, or attend any fight in
which two (2) or more animals or fowls are engaged for the purpose of injuring,
maiming, or destroying themselves or another animal.

Section 6. Impoundment:

(A)

(B)

Dogs roaming at large and not wearing license and rabies tags will be taken by
the Animal Control Officer to the Shelter and confined.

Owners of impounded dogs will be assessed a pickup fee of $25.00 paid to the
Village, plus fees assessed by the Columbus Animal Rescue of $5.00 per day. If
the animal has not been inoculated against rabies within the past twelve (12)
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months, or inoculation must be deposited with the Shelter Manager before the
animal is released. If the animal has no current license tag, one must be
purchased from the Village before animal is released.

Cats creating a nuisance on the property of others shall be captured by live-
trapping and impounded at the Shelter. Penalties, board bills and inoculation
fees will be assessed against the owner before releasing.

Section 7. Nuisance Animals:

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

Any animal which infringes upon the rights or property of any person, by
howling, barking, digging, defecating, urinating, killing livestock or damaging the
property of others; chasing cars, or menacing passerby is considered a nuisance
and his owner liable to appear in Court, and subject to the penalty provisions of
the Ordinance, and the nuisance animal will be taken by the Animal Control
Officer to the Shelter and there confined.

Providing only that the person whose rights are being violated must present the
complaint in writing, signed with his name and address, and specify by name,
the owner of the offending animal, if known.

Owners of females in season must keep the animals confined within a building or
enclosure in such a way as to prevent attack by males and so as not to
constitute a nuisance in the neighborhood by attracting packs of dogs, or his
owner is liable to appear in court.

It shall be unlawful to keep a vicious dog on any premises within the Village
limits, and his owner liable to appear in court, except that a dog trained to guard
his master’s property shall not be considered vicious if he attacks an intruder.
Owners of such guard dogs shall post a "Beware of Dog” sign at the front gate.

No person may keep any animals and/or livestock in an unclean or unsanitary
conditions or in such numbers so as to result in a noxious or offensive odors, or

accumulations of feces, urine or other bodily wastes, or confine the animal(s) in
such conditions so as to become unmanageable or potentially vicious.
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Section 8. Animal Bites:

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

Any animal bite that breaks the skin must be reported within twenty-four (24)
hours to the Luna County Health Department or to the Animal Warden, whether
inflicted by the Owner’s own animal, animal belonging to another known owner,
or a stray.

It shall be the responsibility of the victim to confine the animal if his, to notify
the owner if known, or to provide the Animal Warden with a complete
description if a stray.

Owners of animals known or suspected to having bitten a person or other animal
may, if the animal has been inoculated against rabies within the past twelve (12)
months, be permitted to confine the animal to his own premises. In such cases,
the Animal Warden or his designee will make a daily inspection for ten (10)
consecutive days, to determine if the animal is confined and remains in good
health.

If the animal has not been inoculated against rabies as required by law, then it
will be confined in an isolation unit at the Shelter and the owner charged for
board.

Animals quarantined at the Shelter must be removed within forty-eight (48)
hours after the expiration of the observation period.

If the animal is a stray with owner unknown, it will be confined to the Shelter for
the specified time, at Shelter expense.

Should any animal under quarantine die before the confinement period ends,
laboratory examination to determine the cause will be performed and the owner,
if known, will be assessed the laboratory charges.

Section 9. Penalty Provisions:
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(A) Violations of any of the sections in this Ordinance by owners of animals here in
described are to carry the maximum penalty not to exceed $100.00 fine per
animal, livestock or reptile, or 30 days in jail, or both.

Section 10. Harboring Unvaccinated Animals:

(A) Itis unlawful for any person to keep a dog or cat which has not been vaccinated
against rabies as provided herein.

Section 11. Effective Date:

(A) Prior Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed.

(B) This Ordinance shall be in force and effect after its passage, approval and
publication as provided by law.

Passed, approved and adopted this 27* day of July, 2022.

By and for the Governing Body:
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