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To maintain good health, horses need annual vaccinations 
(shots) for Rabies, Tetanus, West Nile Virus, Encephalitis. 
Under state law, Rabies vaccinations must be administered 
only by a licensed veterinarian. Other vaccinations can be
administered by a veterinarian or can be bought at 
veterinary supply stores.

Give deworming drugs (paste given into the horse’s mouth) 
at least twice per year (spring and fall), though every three 
months is better. Deworming drugs can be administered by 
a licensed veterinarian or can be bought at equine or farm 
supply stores.

A horse’s teeth should be checked annually by a
veterinarian or equine dentist. The teeth may need to be 
“floated” (filed down) every year.

Gelding (the castration of male horses) is necessary in 
all cases unless the foal is specifically raised as a stud 
by a regulated horse breeder. Uncastrated stallions are 
often aggressive, cause property damage, and can injure 
themselves. Contact a licensed veterinarian to perform a 
gelding procedure. The operation should be performed in 
spring, fall, or winter to minimize risk of infection.

A Coggins Test for blood disease is inexpensive and should 
be performed by a licensed veterinarian every year.

Horses require regular cleaning of their hooves with a hoof 
pick, especially in winter months to prevent buildup of ice 
and snow. Contact a professional farrier to check and trim 
hooves every six to eight weeks.
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